
   
 

DOCKET NO:  AAN-CV24-6054431-S 

LIVIA BACON F/K/A MATTHEW 
BACON, 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

GTI ROCK ISLAND, LLC D/B/A GREEN 
THUMB INDUSTRIES, 

Defendant. 

SUPERIOR COURT 

J.D. OF ANSONIA-MILFORD 

AT MILFORD 

FEBRUARY 16,  2024 

 

NOTICE TO SUPERIOR COURT OF FILING OF NOTICE OF REMOVAL 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1332, 1441, and 1446, Defendant, 

GTI Rock Island, LLC d/b/a Green Thumb Industries, filed a Notice of Removal of this action in 

the United States District Court for the District of Connecticut. A copy of said Notice is attached 

hereto as Exhibit A. This Notice to the Superior Court was filed and served pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 

§ 1446(d). 

 /s/ James H. Golicz 
Elizabeth R. McKenna 
emckenna@littler.com 
James H. Golicz 
jgolicz@littler.com 

LITTLER MENDELSON, P.C. 
One Century Tower 
265 Church Street 
Suite 300 
New Haven, CT  06510 
Telephone: 203.974.8700 
Facsimile: 203.974.8799 

Attorneys for Defendant 
 

 
 
 
 



 2  
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 I hereby certify that on this 16th day of February, 2024, a copy of the foregoing was sent 

via email or First Class Mail to all counsel and pro se parties of record as follows: 

Rebecca M. Harris 
Cicchiello & Cicchiello LLP 
364 Franklin Avenue 
Hartford, CT 06114 
rharris@chicchielloesq.com 
(Accepts E-Service) 
 

        
/s/ James H. Golicz  
James H. Golicz 

 

mailto:rharris@chicchielloesq.com


EXHIBIT A 



   
 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
DISTRICT OF CONNECTICUT 

LIVIA BACON F/K/A MATTHEW 
BACON, 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

GTI ROCK ISLAND, LLC D/B/A GREEN 
THUMB INDUSTRIES, 

Defendant. 

Civil Action No.:  

February 16, 2024 

 
NOTICE OF REMOVAL 

 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1332, GTI ROCK ISLAND, LLC 

D/B/A GREEN THUMB INDUSTRIES (“Defendant”), by its attorneys, Littler Mendelson, P.C., 

hereby removes the above captioned action to the United States District Court for the District of 

Connecticut, and respectfully state as follows: 

1. By way of Summons and Complaint, Plaintiff, Livia Bacon f/k/a Matthew Bacon 

(“Plaintiff”), commenced a civil action against Defendant in the Connecticut Superior Court in the 

Judicial District of Ansonia-Milford at Milford styled, Livia Bacon f/k/a Matthew Bacon, Superior 

Court, JD of Ansonia-Milford at Milford, Docket No. AAN-CV24-6054431-S (the “Superior 

Court Action”).  Defendant filed a notice of removal in the above captioned action. 

2. True and correct copies of the Summons and Complaint served by Plaintiff on 

Defendant are attached hereto as Exhibit A and constitutes all processes, pleadings and orders 

served upon Defendant GTI Rock Island, LLC d/b/a Green Thumb Industries in the Superior Court 

Actions to the present date. 28 U.S.C. § 1446(a).  

3. On January 19, 2024, Plaintiff caused Defendant to be served with process. As such, 

this Notice of Removal is being filed within thirty (30) days of the date Defendant was served with 
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a copy of the Complaint in the Superior Court Action. 28 U.S.C. § 1446(b).  

4. The Superior Court Action includes claims for violations of Conn. Gen. Stat. § 46a-

60(b)(1) and (b)(4).  

5. Complete diversity of citizenship exists between Plaintiff and Defendant at the time 

of filing the Complaint, at the time of removal, and at all intervening times.  

6. Plaintiff is a natural person who, according to the complaint, is a citizen of the State 

of Connecticut, residing in the City of Shelton, CT. 

7. Defendant is a limited liability company organized under the laws of Illinois with 

a principal place of business and principal executive offices in Chicago, IL. A copy of the Illinois 

Secretary of State Business Entity Search is attached hereto as Exhibit B.  

8. This Court has original jurisdiction over this Action under the provisions of 28 

U.S.C. § 1332, in that the matter in controversy exceeds the sum or value of $75,000.00, exclusive 

of interest and costs, and is between citizens of different states for diversity purposes. The Action 

may, therefore, be removed pursuant top 28 U.S.C. § 1441(a) and (b).  

9. This Notice of Removal is being filed in the District of Connecticut, the District 

Court of the United States for the district and division within which the Superior Court Actions 

are pending.  28 U.S.C. §§ 1441(a) and 1446(a). 

10. With respect to removal based on diversity jurisdiction, Defendant represents as 

follows: 

a. The parties of this Action are citizens of different states, and were citizens 

of different states at the time the suit was initiated;  

b. This is a civil action involving claims that Plaintiff was discriminated 

against on the basis of Plaintiff’s gender identify/expression and retaliation 
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in violation of the Connecticut Fair Employment Practices Act, Conn. Gen. 

Stat. § 46a-60(b)(1), et seq.;  

c. Plaintiff seeks monetary damages, reinstatement, or in lieu thereof, front 

pay, punitive damages, and reasonable attorney’s fees and costs which, if 

Plaintiff is successful, will exceed $75,000.00.  

11. Accordingly, the requirements of 28 U.S.C. § 1332(a)(1) are satisfied, and the court 

would have original subject matter jurisdiction over this action if it had originally been brought in 

Federal Court. Removal is, therefore, proper under 28 U.S.C. § 1441(a) and (b).  

12. Defendant reserves the right to file additional support for this Notice of Removal 

by way of affidavits, deposition testimony, expert testimony, discovery responses, supplemental 

memoranda, and legal argument.  

WHEREFORE, Defendant, having provided notice as required by law, now remove the 

above-captioned action from the Connecticut Superior Court for the Judicial District of 

Stamford/Norwalk to the United States District Court for the District of Connecticut.  

 /s/ James H. Golicz 
Elizabeth R. McKenna (ct28113) 
emckenna@littler.com 
James H. Golicz (ct31155) 
jgolicz@littler.com 

LITTLER MENDELSON, P.C. 
One Century Tower 
265 Church Street 
Suite 300 
New Haven, CT  06510 
Telephone: 203.974.8700 
Facsimile: 203.974.8799 

Attorneys for Defendant 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that on this 16th day of February, 2024, a copy of the foregoing was sent 

via email or First Class Mail to all counsel and pro se parties of record as follows: 

Rebecca Harris 
Cicchiello & Cicchiello LLP 
364 Franklin Avenue 
Hartford, CT 06114 
rharris@cicchielloesq.com 
(Accepts E-Service) 
 
 

/s/ James H. Golicz 
James H. Golicz (ct3115) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:rharris@cicchielloesq.com


EXHIBIT A 





























EXHIBIT B 
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