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The Leader In Daily News, Regulation Updates & Cannabis Market
Information.

For Lawyers & Professionals Working In The World's Regulated Cannabis
Markets.



Cannabis Law Report! 
The only newsletter that’s worth a damn. The rest are just double-checking.  

Lex Pelger
Cannabinoid Science Journalist

Delivers worldwide witticism on cannabis, skewering all the nonsense that is
internationally infinite. 10/10 

Kirsten Velasco, Author Cannabis Basics Textbook

Editorial
This week I publish the 6th edition of our Global Top 200 Cannabis Lawyers Directory. As
i say on the site yes you can see a listing of cannabis lawyers at Chambers or you could
trawl the INCBA site but I still believe the Top 200 is really the only publication that will
give you overall access to the best cannabis lawyers around the world. Then again I
would say that.

I write amongst many other things in the editorial....

Finally to our superstars. As I have already mentioned I don’t rank lawyers in the Top
200 but there are a few superstars out there I would very much like to mention.

Although I have already named Rod Kight I’m going to highlight his work for a second
time. He’s decided not to ply his craft at a large law firm and there isn’t a lawyer, client
or cannabis advocate out there who isn’t impressed by the work he is doing. The same
also applies to Lauren Rudick who runs her own tight knit firm with some excellent
supporting lawyers. I’d like also to mention Mitchel Chargo at Hinshaw who played a
large part in formulating a world first in Michigan’s cannabis pact with local indigenous
communities that could well be the basis for a nationwide template.

In the UK the rise and rise of Ricardo Geada head of international at Lawrence Stevens
who works with some of the world’s leading medical cannabis outfits is more than
noteworthy. As is the work in Germany that Peter Homberg now with UK firm
GunnerCooke is doing as that country negotiates its way over the path of eggshells that
is cannabis legalisation in the EU. I’d also like to mention Dr Teresa Nicoletti in Australia
who has been a steady stalwart of the sector in that country for nigh on a decade now.

Congratulations to all the practitioners in the 6th Edition (2025-2026) of The Global Top
200 Cannabis Lawyers and thank you to all of you, especially those wehaven’t been able
to mention by name.

Keep doing what you do.

Click on the image below to go to the directory







Meanwhile

Roger Stone, yes Roger Stones believe he has something to contribute to the cannabis
debate.

Read on here
Just When You Thought Cannabis Rescheduling Debate Couldn’t Get Worse Roger Stone
Adds His 2 Cents Worth

And also in DC now that there's the endless chatter about the king deciding when
cannabis can be re-scheduled the Democrats have thrown the same hat (bill) in the ring
for the umpteenth time. I think the OED may now have a another definition for the word
pointless for their next edition.

And Again……Democratic Legislators File Bill To Federally Legalize cannabis

This week's event for the industry to get excited about is the announcement that
Switzerlandhas released the consultation draft of the Cannabis Products Act (CannPB).

It is the first full blueprint for a legal market that puts public health first and gives a real
alternative to the illicit market.

MME Lawyer Daniel Haymann went through the document and summarised accordingly.

What's new?  Retail is not for profit. Any surplus above a reasonable return on equity
funds prevention, harm reduction and addiction support.  Cantons hold the retail right
and must limit the number of concessions. Sales happen on site only. No delivery from
physical shops.  The federal government may award one online concession with strict
registration and counselling rules.  Plain packaging with clear warnings are mandatory.
Each retail pack is capped at 5 g total THC. Ready to smoke cannabis cigarettes must use
activated carbon filters.  Product ceilings apply. Flowers are capped at 20 percent THC.
Products with additives and extracts are capped at 60 percent THC.  Access is narrow.
Sales are only to adults who are Swiss citizens or residents. No tourist sales.  Night
sales ban from 22 pm to 6 am. Test purchases are mandatory. No alcohol or tobacco in
cannabis shops.  Home grow is allowed. Up to three female flowering plants. Private
storage is capped at 75 g total THC, must be some big plants...(!!!). In public places
adults may carry cannabis products with up to 5 g total THC, or up to 30 g flowers or 15
g hash/extracts from home cultivation. In other words: a consumer who buys flower in a
shop can only carry a small retail pack (capped at 5 g THC). Someone bringing their own
home-grown stash can carry a larger quantity, but only within the 30 g / 15 g limits
(that's how I read it for now). Sharing without payment between adults is permitted, but
only within the strict possession limits.  Full advertising ban and seed to sale
traceability across the chain.  Consultation runs until 1 December 2025. This is the
moment to engage with evidence and help make the legal channel safe, accessible and
competitive.

Cannabis media seems to be on the move again. First the High Times acquisition and this
week there's been a Benzinga split.. and this has happened



Media Executives Launch IgniteIt Inc., a New Media and Events Powerhouse Formerly
Operated as Benzinga Cannabis

But my favourite story of the week takes us to a West Hollywood dog concierge who
received some unwanted mail from the UK . I'm still trying to unravel this one inside my
rather tiny brain

Parcel from the UK containing cannabis delivered to West Hollywood dog concierge
service by mistake

Before I go, those of you interested in international cannabis law & policy may be
interested in this event I am putting on at Cape Town University Law School June 2026 .
Click on the image below to learn more.

If you are interested in being an active participant please don't hesitate to get in touch at
hocking.sean@gmail.com.

As well as the serious stuff we're going to make sure everybody has the opportunity to
enjoy themselves in one of the most beautiful cities on the planet. The Cape Town Uni
campus nestles at the foot of Table Mountain in beautiful grounds. We eschew the giant
warehouse exhibition halls with people plying their wares and provide an environment to
get some serious business done.

Until next week
Sean Hocking





This Week

Karma Koala Podcast 267 – Maya Dukmasova: “Opaque” How a rogue laboratory at
University of Illinois Chicago got people convicted for driving high

Download for Free at Podomatic

In this episode I speak with Maya Dukmasova a senior reporter at InjusticeWatch.org
who has just penned a great investigative piece about a rogue lab and cannabis DUI
testing methadology and results in Illinois.

Maya writes
It would take more than six years for Thompson to be exonerated, along with more than
a dozen other DuPage County defendants who had been convicted of low-level DUI-
cannabis charges with the help of Bash’s lab work and testimony.

By then, Bash would resign and UIC would shut down her lab right as an accrediting
agency’s audit uncovered a range of unacceptable problems in its operations.
Prosecutors’ offices in some of the 17 counties for which the lab provided testing would
also issue disclosures to defendants about Bash’s “inaccurate and unqualified testimony.”

In a months-long investigation — including more than 45 Freedom of Information Act
requests, more than 100 interviews, and a review of some 8,000 pages of public records
— Injustice Watch found more than 2,200 cases in which body fluids were tested for THC
by the UIC lab between 2016 and 2024. In addition to improperly testing urine for DUI-
cannabis investigations, these sources indicate the lab was for years unable to
differentiate between legal and illegal types of THC in people’s body fluids. Worse,
internal records examined by Injustice Watch suggest the lab was aware of some of the
problems in its testing since at least 2021 but continued to perform tests and report
results to law enforcement, mostly in DUI cases. Bash, meanwhile, repeatedly testified
about the lab’s findings in inaccurate and misleading ways.

“I take great pride in my work and have always conducted myself ethically,” Bash said in
written responses to Injustice Watch questions. “It is deeply upsetting to be falsely
accused.”

Injustice Watch also found university officials charged with overseeing the lab were
focused on the lab’s financial performance, and not on the quality of its scientific work.
According to internal emails, officials’ eventual decision to shut down human testing at
the lab came as a result of its failure to generate revenue.
UIC officials declined interview requests from Injustice Watch but recently issued an
internal investigation report exonerating themselves from oversight failures. The report
concluded the lab’s methods were “at all times appropriate and met accepted scientific
standards” and none of its analysts “knowingly provided false testimony in criminal
proceedings.”
We discuss the lab and its processes , its relationship with the university, its results and
as Maya succinctly says that word “opaque” pops up again and again
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Press Release: Media Executives Launch IgniteIt Inc., a New Media and Events
Powerhouse Formerly Operated as Benzinga Cannabis

Industry Bulletin 22-06, to remind stakeholders of rule requirements regarding the
advertising of Regulated Marijuana Concentrate.

Cookies to close 6 stores and lay off 236 in Michigan

The New Jersey State Bar Association’s Cannabis & Psychedelic Law Committee is back in
session.

And Again……Democratic Legislators File Bill To Federally Legalize cannabis

Parcel from the UK containing cannabis delivered to West Hollywood dog concierge
service by mistake

Bloomberg Analysis: Cannabis Industry Unionization Slows Amid Cash Crisis

Delaware legislators say they feel betrayed by Gov. Meyer’s veto of cannabis zoning and
labor bill

Alert : Rhode Island – Repeal of DBR’s Medical Marijuana Regulations

Alert: Legislative Fact Sheets / Summaries of new laws enacted in 2025 related to
cannabis, alcohol, tobacco and vapor products are now available.

Alert: Cannabis Control Commission Announces Launch of Social Equity Applicant Status
Certification Portal

Pennsylvania: Cannabis Firms Sue Over Unregulated “Hemp Loophole” Products Flooding
Market

Just When You Thought Cannabis Rescheduling Debate Couldn’t Get Worse Roger Stone
Adds His 2 Cents Worth

Linked In Post- New York Lawyer David Feder Highlights OCM denial emails… He writes….
“The only path forward is through Article 78 challenges and industry-wide pressure—to
hold OCM accountable for violating SAPA again.”

Michigan Cannabis Regulatory Agency Issues Recall Bulletin (Exclusive Brands)

Update: Federal Class Action Transforms Ohio Cannabis Data Breach Into Industry-Wide
Reckoning

Update August 28, 2025 In this issue: Governor Walz appoints Eric Taubel as executive
director of OCM / New packaging and labeling guidance available / Register your hemp
business by August 31













The Miller amendment up close: Examining impacts on US businesses and consumers 
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Karma Koala Podcast 267

Maya Dukmasova: “Opaque” How a rogue laboratory at University of
Illinois Chicago got people convicted for driving high.

In this episode I speak with Maya Dukmasova a senior reporter at InjusticeWatch.org
who has just penned a great investigative piece about a rogue lab and cannabis DUI
testing methadology and results in Illinois.
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DOWNLOAD FOR FREE



Karma Koala Podcast 266

Lisa Pittman – Hemp / Cannabis WTF Is Going On In Texas At
the Moment?

Great to catch up with Lisa to find out what’s going on in both the hemp &
cannabis worlds in Texas.

Lisa explains the ongoing fracas between the senate, the Lt Gov & Gov Abbott on
hemp.

Lisa has been involved with cannabis / hemp and law in Texas or over a decade
now and knows the state inside out on the topic(s).
Did you know only 182 hectares of hemp is actually being grown in Texas at the
moment!

LISTEN
DOWNLOAD FOR FREE

Karma Koala Podcast 265

Jesús Alonso Olamendi – ICEERS
The International Center for Ethnobotanical Education, Research,
and Service

Who they are? What they do? …… and how they share their
information





Great to speak to Jesus and to get an insight into ICEERS. Who they are? What they do?
How they share their knowledge and how they are developing an education aspect to the
work they do.
This is what they say about themselves on their site
The International Center for Ethnobotanical Education, Research, and Service (ICEERS) is
a non-profit organization dedicated to transforming society’s relationship with Traditional
Indigenous Medicines. We do this by engaging with some of the fundamental issues
resulting from the globalization of ayahuasca, iboga, and other ethnobotanicals.
Vision
We envision a future where psychoactive plant practices are valued and integrated parts
of society.
Mission
ICEERS is dedicated to transforming society’s relationship with Traditional Indigenous
Medicines. We do so by engaging with some of the fundamental issues resulting from the
globalization of ayahuasca, iboga, and other ethnobotanicals
Values

Environmental sustainability
Honoring cultural diversity
Respect for indigenous and spiritual traditions
Human rights approach
Transparency and integrity
Evidence-based decision making
Reducing risks and harms, and maximizing benefits
Respectful, engaged, and collaborative relationships

LISTEN
DOWNLOAD FOR FREE

Karma Koala Podcast 264

Jeffrey O’Brien Partner Husch Blackwell

Updates From Michigan & How The State Engaged Properly With
THC Beverages



I talk to Jeffrey about how Minnesota has walked a steady & I would argue sensible path
in dealing with cannabis, hemp for human consumption and how both have worked in
conjunction with other industries and especially the state’s craft brewing industry.

We discuss the sort of work he’s currently doing for clients.

But .. remember the state regulator is still temporary so that’s an issue that needs to be
dealt with.

A snapshot in time that indicates Minnesota is making good progress.
Federal re-scheduling, “You Never Know”

LISTEN
DOWNLOAD FOR FREE
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SUSAN BURNS
UPDATE: A Pivotal Pause—Senator Merkley’s Amendment Buys Time for Hemp
Reform

London law firm partner welcomes progress of campaign in son’s memory to end
university zero-tolerance drug policies

Counterpunch Article: The War on Drugs as Imperial War

Antara: Prabowo wants Indonesia as “killing ground” for drug dealers: official

Singapore proposes Asean joint statement to reaffirm commitment towards a drug-free
region

Article: Death penalty bluster masks Maldives drug policy blunders

Investigation underway in connection to illegal sales of marijuana in Hamden

Ohio: Over 31,000 marijuana plants seized in illegal grow bust

Marijuana sales in Colorado raise over $3B in tax, fee revenue

GA Cannabis Commission – General Counsel: Director of Legal Services

Position Advertised: Compliance Director – NativeCare

Agrify Corporation to Change Its Name to RYTHM, Inc. Following Brand Portfolio
Acquisition

Article: High Tide x Remexian: A Clear Signal—and a Stress Test—for Germany’s Medical
Cannabis Market

Understanding the Evolving Hemp Industry Legal Landscape

How to Prepare for a Mouth Swab Drug Screening

What Betting Site UX Can Teach Cannabis Disclosure Design

The Rise of Quick Solutions for People on the Go

From Symptom Control to Whole-Body Care: The Evolving Role of Medical Cannabis

Právní aspekty a digitální bezpečnost: proč online ochrana není volitelná

The evolution of dab bangers in cannabis culture

Understanding Marijuana DUI Laws in California: A Comprehensive Guide




